
 
 
 
December 4, 2025 
 
The Honorable John Hoeven   The Honorable Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senate    United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Hoeven and Senator Duckworth: 
 
On behalf of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA), representing more than 
300,000 general aviation pilots across the country, I write to express our strong support for 
the Mental Health in Aviation Act and the Aviation Medication Transparency Act and 
commend you for introducing these bills. 
 
AOPA served on the Mental Health and Aviation Medical Clearances Rulemaking 
Committee, and we fully support the Mental Health in Aviation Act, which would give pilots 
more options to seek care and reduce the stigma around mental health treatment.    The 
bill also seeks to recruit and train additional aviation medical examiners (AMEs) including 
psychiatrists.  For too long pilots have lived with the fear or stigma of seeking treatment for 
mental health concerns and your efforts to take meaningful steps to ensure pilots can 
prioritize their health are welcomed and appreciated. 
 
As you know, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) currently provides AMEs with 
specific guidance on medications but does not publish a definitive list of approved or 
prohibited medications.  Such information is critical to pilots who hold FAA-issued medical 
certificates, including those operating under BasicMed where more than 90,000 pilots have 
qualified to safely fly with this medical privilege since it became available in 2017.   While 
AOPA offers a medication database to provide guidance to pilots on FAA 
allowed/disallowed medications, we fully support the Aviation Medication Transparency 
Act to provide a definitive list of medications which is long overdue. 
 
Thank you for your leadership on these critical issues. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Darren Pleasance 
President and CEO 


