February 26, 2018

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Paul Ryan
Majority Leader Speaker

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Minority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Speaker Ryan and Minority Leaders Schumer and Pelosi:

As representatives of a broad array of organizations including general aviation pilots, consumer
groups, manufacturers, businesses, airports, state and local aviation officials, management
associations and unions representing hardworking Americans, we look forward to working with
Congress on developing a bipartisan infrastructure package. At the same time, we strongly urge you
to oppose any attempts to include a divisive and costly proposal to remove our nation’s air traffic
control (ATC) system from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in any comprehensive
infrastructure bill or in any other legislation.

As you all know, bipartisan support for legislation investing in our nation’s infrastructure will be
critical to getting a bill to the President’s desk. While Congress will face many challenges as it
considers a comprehensive infrastructure bill, the divisive ATC privatization proposal which is full
of risk and unintended consequences should not be one of them.

The lack of consensus in handing over our ATC system to a board dominated by the airlines and their
interests has for almost two years now prevented the House from moving a long term FAA
Reauthorization bill. The airlines constantly point the finger at ATC for delays, but the Department
of Transportation’s own data reveals that airline-caused problems far surpass weather and air traffic
control issues. The airlines have repeatedly demonstrated an inability to manage their own operations
let alone our already safe ATC system all while taking in over $50 billion in “ancillary fees” from
their passengers.

In fact, a recent CNBC poll shows that a majority of Americans oppose privatizing the nation’s ATC
system. Congress should focus on finding solutions that will garner strong industry support to help
rebuild our nation’s infrastructure. For the aviation industry, that means modernization not
privatization.

Access to our national airspace and ecosystem of airports creates jobs and generates local economic
activity which helps make our aviation system work for all Americans. In fact, general aviation
alone generates $219 billion in total economic output in the United States and creates 1.1 million
jobs.



Our national network of thousands of airports connect many rural communities to the rest of the
world and forges a link for small businesses to their suppliers and customers so they can compete in a
global economy. To remain competitive, we must ensure that airports of all sizes from small rural
general aviation airports to larger commercial hub airports have the resources to expand their
infrastructure needs, repair old facilities, or improve aviation safety. Therefore, support for our
nation’s airports both large and small should be considered in any national infrastructure package.

Another national asset is our ATC system which is the largest, safest, most complex system in the
world. While many in the aviation community oppose ATC privatization, everyone agrees on the
need to modernize the system. The FAA’s NextGen program continues to make progress as several
key platforms are either fully deployed or progressing towards full deployment. These achievements
are due in large part to the skilled work of FAA employees who operate, manage, maintain, certify
and build the NAS. Privatization would disrupt NextGen deployment and distract the focus of those
responsible for the safest and most efficient system on earth.

Accelerating investment in NextGen as part of any infrastructure package will expedite the benefits
for all users of the system including general aviation, commercial airlines and consumers.

Again, as Congress works to bring our nation’s infrastructure into the 21st century, we again urge
you to not support the inclusion of the divisive proposal that would hand over our ATC system to a
private monopoly. We look forward to working with Congress to find common sense, bipartisan
solutions, that create good paying jobs and provide benefits to all aviation users.

Sincerely,
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Flyers Rights

Over 100 Mayors from across the U.S. voice opposition to ATC Privatization
https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/letters/20170306-mayors-house-letter.pdf

https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/letters/20170306-mayors-senate-letter.pdf

100 Business CEO’s from across the U.S. voice opposition to ATC Privatization
https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/issues/modernization/20170619-CEO-ATC-Letter-House.pdf
https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/issues/modernization/20170619-CEO-ATC-Letter-Senate.pdf



https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/letters/20170306-mayors-house-letter.pdf
https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/letters/20170306-mayors-senate-letter.pdf
https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/issues/modernization/20170619-CEO-ATC-Letter-House.pdf
https://www.nbaa.org/advocacy/issues/modernization/20170619-CEO-ATC-Letter-Senate.pdf

